
 

Crofton Junior School  

Geography Knowledge Organiser – South America (Year 5) 

 

Unit of Work Geography – South America: Population, Rivers and Mountains  

Text Driver the Unit of Work Links to Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (text driver taught at the time but not linked) 

Overview of the Unit of Work Pupils will learn about the continent, South America. They will use various geographical sources, including maps, 
to identify where South America is in our world; they will also learn about the surrounding physical features, 
including which seas and rivers border South America. Pupils will investigate in depth about the population of 
this continent, learning about the size of its population and the cities that are most populous. Furthermore, the 
children will use this information to then compare and contrast the population of different countries within this 
continent too. 

Prior Learning  Europe: Population, Rivers and Mountains – Year 3 
Rivers – Year 4 

Sticky Knowledge Pupils will learn about: 

• The fact that South America is a continent located in the Western hemisphere and mainly in the 
southern hemisphere; the children will use maps to revise where the other world continents are and 
where South America is in relation to these. 

• Features and key facts about South America, including: 
- South America is a continent made up of 12 countries.  
- Its largest country is Brazil, which covers more than half the continent's landmass. 
- It is bordered to the north by the continent of North America and the Caribbean Sea; to the west by 

the Pacific Ocean; to the east by the Atlantic Ocean and to the south by the Southern Ocean. 
- Describe the geographical location of South America’s three main rivers. 

• South America’s  population, including: 
- The size of South America’s population. 
- What is meant by “median age” and the median age of people living there. 
- The location of the most populous cities in South America. 
- Understanding the term “population density” and describing some of the problems countries are 

facing as areas become more densely populated.  



- Comparing and contrasting the populations of specific countries in South America. 

New Vocabulary landmass: a large continuous area of land 
sparsely: with only a small number of people 
landlocked: with no access to the sea 
indigenous: native to a country 
colony: a country occupied by another country 
median: the middle value when arranged in order 
populous: with a large population 
hemisphere: a half of the earth, usually as divided into northern and southern halves by the equator, or into 
western and eastern halves by an imaginary line passing through the poles. 
density: the degree of compactness 

Post Learning Rainforest Biome, Deforestation and Fairtrade – Year 5 

 

 


